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Library Addi ion
·o Camoa·
n I
Th e Uni ve rsit y of Mi chigan
Law School has announ ce d the

first capi tal campaign in its 11 7ye ar history, with a goal of $10
milli on to be rais ed during the
n ext three ye ars .
Th e p rimary purpos e of the

· campaign is to raise $8 million
fo r cons truction of a new library
addition, according to U-M law

De an Th eodore J. St. Antoine. He
said approximately half of the
n ee d e d funds have been receive d or pledged in advance of
th e formal campaign .
The Law School also seeks
$1.25 million for endowed profe ssorships, student fellowships,
and other program needs .
Another $750,000 is required to
complete renovation of the
Lawyers Club, the major
r e sidence hall for students,
according to Dean St. Antoine.
" The partnership of private
support and public funding hos
enriched the Law School and
made it what it is today," he said .
" The School must move ahead to
meet tomorrow's demands for
well-trained young lawyers and
for expanded research and service to society."
To do this , new funds must be
obtained from the Law School 's
alumni and friends to make up
for cutbacks in federal funding
and shortages in state money, the
dean said.

U-M law De an Th e odor e J. St. Antoin e (l e ft) and John H . Pi ckering, the Law School 's
a lumni ca pit al ca mpaign ch a irm a n .

Dean St. Antoine said the proposed library addition, totaling
62,500 square feet, is needed to
ease overcrowded conditions in
the present facility, which was

built in 1931 .
He said the library is now
"filled to capacity. Books are
stored in stairwells, in the basement, and in the stack aisles.
"When the Legal Research
Building opened 40 years ago,"
noted Dean St. Antoine, "the
collection numbered 104 ,000
volumes. That figure has grown
dramatically to the present
450,000

volumes.

"Even if accessions slow down
and considerable use is made of
microform storage (for micro-

filmed materials], the law
library will have to house an
estimated 650,000 volumes within
the next 20 years or so,"
according to the dean.
He said the new addition will
be an L-shaped underground
facility running parallel to
Monroe and Tappan streets and
connected to the present law
library. Extending two levels
" below grade," the proposed
structure would occupy the
space now containing a surfacelevel parking lot. Once the new
building is completed, the
parking lot would be replaced by
an open landscaped area.
St. Antoine said the plan
for a below-grade structure,
approved by both the U-M
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Facult y Building Committee and
th e Law School's Alumni
De velopment Committee , was
chosen in order to maintain the
architectural integrity of the UM Law Quadrangle. The Quadrangle, completed in 1933, is of
an English Gothic style that could
not be duplicated today at a
realistic cost.
Underground library additions
are not uncommon at other universities. Similar structures were
built not long ago at both Harvard and Yale , where lack of
space prohibited construction of
above-ground library additions .
Architect Gunnar Birkerts of
Birmingham, Mich., has been
selected to design the new
facility. Birkerts is designer of
the Federal Reserve Bank in
Minnneapolis, the south addition
to the Detroit Institute of Arts,
IBM's Corporate Computer
Center in New York City, Ford
Motor Company's Visitor
Reception Center in Dearborn,
and many other award-winning
buildings throughout the
country. He is also one of the
leading experts in subterranean
architecture .

In addition to added space for
books and research materials,
the new library addition will
feature extra carrel space for
students, meeting rooms, a few
administrative offices, and a
lounge, according to Dean St.
Antoine.

In citing the need for extra
funds for the endowed professorships, he noted that "competition for outstanding faculty
has been and continues to be extremely keen throughout the
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country.

"Not only must the Law School
be able to attract and retain the
finest faculty available, but it
must have the capability of recognizing present faculty members for their scholarly achievement and distinguished service.
State support does not provide
for this kind of recognition and it
is insufficient in many instances
to match competitive salary
offers from other schools. Private gifts are the only source for
these funds," according to Deon
St. Antoine.
He said the funds sought for
the Lawyers Club renovation
will be used for the installation
of new plumbing and kitchen
facilities, and for repair of walkways around the building.
John H. Pickering of
Washington. D.C., is serving as
the campaign's alumni chairman. Over the past three ears,
Pickering and 29 other U-M law
alumni have traveled from all
ports of the country to meet
regularly at the Law School and
decide campaign priorities.
Pickering said his alumni
group "has been extremely
dedicated and committed to
maintaining the low school as an
outstanding national center for
legal education and research."
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The shaded portion of this diagram shows the site of the proposed $8-rnillion U-M law
library addition . The 62.500 square foot structure. extending two levels below ground,
will parallel Tappan Avenue and Monroe Street. and connect to the present law
library . The site now contains a surface level parking area , but this would be replaced
by an open landscaped area once the below-grade library addition is completed.
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A irst For
The La SchoolA Capital Opportunity
For Its A umni
By John H. Pickering
Chairman, Law School
Campaign Committee
The Law School has just begun
the first capital fund campaign in
its history. The success of this
campaign, which will extend
over three years, is now up to us
alumni-we who have benefited
so much from our Michigan legal
education.
In keeping with the great
traditions of that education, the
case for this capital campaign
has been thoroughly and compellingly made. For more than
three years, the deans, a faculty
committee and an alumni committee have worked closely together. Needs were determined,
priorities were set, design and
site alternatives were considered, major advance gifts
were solicited, and realistic goals
were established. The results of
all this planning and advance
work are reflected in the campaign booklet which has been
mailed to all alumni. Now it is up
to each of us to respond as
generously as we can.
As we consider our individual
responses let us keep the
following in mind:
1. The great and national
character of the Law School is
due in large part to the
generosity of its alumni who
have made individual capital
gifts in the past-most notably
the magnificent gift of W. W.
Cook
2. Michigan must now turn
collectively to its alumni for
capital funds, if it is to remain in
the front rank of national legal
education. If none of us can individually be another Cook,
collectively we can produce a
capital repast.
3. Consider what you have
enjoyed as a result of your law
school education-things such as
professional training of the
highest order, the inspiration of
great teachers, the beauty of the
quadrangle, lifelong friendships, rewarding and successful
8

careers. Then figure what you
should and can do toward repayment.
4. The $10 million campaign
goal is a minimal one to meet the
most urgent needs. Every dollar
raised above that amount can be
put to good use by the school to
meet additional needs for such
matters as endowed chairs,
expanded programs, and capital
improvements.
The success of the capital
campaign is now in your hands.
The Law School and we alumni
on the campaign committee are
confident you will not fail.

Growing Collections
Librar s Historv
"If agreeable to you I will erect
on the 'Law Quadrangle' [being
land already acquired or to be
acquired by you) a 'Legal
Research'
building, in
accordance with plans submitted
herewith."
With these words, William W.
Cook notified the U-M Board of
Regents formally on Jan. 11, 1929,
of his intention to provide the
Law Library with a new home.
The gift was accepted "with profound gratitude," and when construction was completed in June,
1931, the library for the first time
had a facility providing safe
storage and ready access for its
90,000 volumes and thousands of
pamphlets.
The Legal Research Building
hod ample room for the collection, library seating for 500 students, research and office space
for faculty and visiting scholars,
and six levels of stacks. The New
York City architecture firm of
York & Sawyer had created this
Jacobean Gothic monument to
legal scholarship out of wrought
iron, polished oak, stained glass
and carved stone at a total cost of
$1,600,830.59.
In his report to the President
for 1930-31, law Dean Henry M.

Bates said: "The completion of
the new library building and the
moving of our books into it are
causes of great relief, for thus an
end was put to the stalking fear
of fire, which might easily have
destroyed the whole collection in
the old building. Moreover, 30 to
40 per cent of the collection was
unavailable for use in the old
building, which was altogether
too small to house the collection."
The new building "impels all
to stop and admire," enthused
the Michigan Alumnus of April,
1931. "For, from its foundation to
the very pinnacle of its ninetyf oat towers, the new structure
seems to effuse a power and a
beauty of rare proportions."
The same article reported that
the capacity of the new library
was thought to be 275,000
volumes. But the collection continued to grow, and especially
after World War II, increases in
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the amount of printed legal material, the number of scholars,
and the size of the library staff
made the need for an expansion
of the facility crucial. With the
help of a state appropriation and
some leftover research funds
that had gone unused during the
war, four more levels were
added atop the stacks in 1955 at a
cost of $687,283 .72 (a flying
bridge was also built to connect
the stacks directly with the third
floor of Hutchins Hall).
The addition came in the nick
of time . As of Nov . 1, 1956,
Librarian Hobart Coffey
reported the size of the collection at 278 ,802 volumes and
growing at a rate of 8,000 books
per year. Coffey predicted even
the expanded capacity would be
filled within 10 years, and he
proved to be correct . The
September-October, 1966, issue
of the U-M Research News
reported in a feature on the Law
Library that the collection had
grown to more than 350,000
items.
The staff has continued to
purchase thousands of new
books and periodicals each year
for the past decade in an ongoing effort to maintain the U-M
Law Library as one of the foremost legal research centers in
the world . The size of the
collection on June 30, 1976, was
461,465 volumes .
The rapid burgeoning of the
library's holdings almost seems
to belie one of the inscriptions
that benefactor Cook had
inscribed over the entrance of
his Legal Research Building:
"Law Embodies the Wisdom of
the Ages-Progress Comes
Slowly."
-Bruce Johnson

Campaign Donors Cited
For "L,::i. rlers · G nts''
A number of foundations and
individual donors have been
cited for their "leadership
grants" in the U-M Law School's
current capital campaign.
"As part of the preparation for
our campaign," said Dean St.
Antoine, "the Law School has
been seeking leadership grants
from foundations and individuals . These grants gave us the
impetus to announce the campaign publicly last fall."
St. Antoine added that "now
the real challenge lies ahead in
meeting our total campaign goal
of $10 million through contributions from alumni and
friends ."
Among major foundation
grants in support of the proposed $8 million law library
addition, the dean cited a pledge
of $1 .5 million from The Kresge
Foundation of Troy, Mich. , and a
$1 million grant from Herbert H.
and Grace A . Dow Foundation of
Midland, Mich.
He also cited a recent $660,000
gift from the Harry A . and
Margaret D. Towsley Foundation of Ann Arbor for program
support at the Law School . The
Towsley grant is being used to
finance a new Interdisciplinary
Program for the Prevention of
Child Abuse and Neglect,
including clinical programs for
students at U-M Law School,
Medical School and School of
Social Work (see full story elsewhere in Law Quadrangle

Pickering, the Law School 's
alumni capital campaign chairman, in a recent letter to alumni .
"It is over 50 years since one
alumnus made the magnificent
capital gift that was such a major
factor in shaping the Law School
of today. Now it is up to all the
rest of us to ensure the School's
future in the years ahead and
make certain it continues as a
first-class center of legal
education and research."

Notes).
Among

major leadership
donations from individuals, St.
Antoine cited gifts of $1 million
each from Calvin N . Souther of
Portland, Ore., a 1929 law
graduate, and the late Thomas G.
Long of Detroit, a member of the
class of 1901.
St. Antoine also noted that the
Law School's faculty and staff
have already pledged more than
$80,000 to the campaign, an
average of about $1,800 per
donor.
"Our legal training at

Michigan has been enriched by
the legacy of William W . Cook
and other alumni," wrote Dean
St. Antoine and John H.
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